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Academic Background and Education 
Penny Shepherd-Hill is currently completing her Master of Arts in Special 
Education at the University of British Columbia. She earned her Bachelor of 
Arts in Leadership from Trinity Western University in 2013 and became an 
active member of the British Columbia Teachers’ Federation after 
completing the PDP at Simon Fraser University in 2001.  
 
Employment History and Professional Service  
Prior to graduating from SFU, Penny owned and operated an art studio from 
1988-96 in Pitt Meadows. At present, Penny teaches grade two at Maple Ridge 
Christian School. Over the past eight years, she has concentrated her  
professional development on interventions specific to dyslexia. Toward this end, she has completed a number of 
subsequent courses including: Orton-Gillingham Influenced Multi Sensory Explicit and Systematic Phonics 
Instruction; Orton-Gillingham Multi Sensory Math Tutor Training; and Kindergarten and Primary Institute 
2014: Optimal Environments for Teaching and Learning. 
 
Community and Public Service 
Penny is recognized for her deep understanding and proficiency of solid language and math learning. She writes 
and speaks widely on dyslexia and other learning disabilities. Penny has led in-service Professional 
Development Initiatives; provided regional, provincial and international workshops on dyslexia; and presented 
workshops for parents. Her passion for those marginalized in society has led her to serve on a number of 
committees, adopting a proactive and collaborative approach to helping those with special needs. She invites 
you to check out her blog at http://overcomingdyslexia.wordpress.com/. 
 
Penny finds it easy to cultivate community spirit and is often at the centre of events helping someone out in 
need. 
 
Election Statement 
I believe it is the work of the Council to ensure that teachers have the necessary tools to provide equitable access 
to education for all learners. In my beginning years of teaching, the question of why some of my students had 
difficulty with language was a mystery and the realization that I didn’t know how to help these students troubled 
me deeply. I will never forget the look on seven-year-old Brett’s face when I admonished the class for loudly 
correcting his backward letters. My ignorance haunts me to this day. I told the boys and girls that Brett saw his 
letters backward. As long as these myths prevail, they reinforce misunderstandings that can have devastating 
effects. My pre-service training did not prepare me to help my students with dyslexia. I believe review of 
standards for the preparation, certification and competence of teachers, therefore, is an important issue facing 
the BC Teachers’ Council. 
 
Results from Federal Skill Assessments, (2012), indicate that only 70% of Grade 4s and 64% of Grade 7s are 
meeting or exceeding expectations in reading. Moreover, 85% of the prison population read below Grade 6 
level. I believe our greatest point of leverage for systemic change lies in teacher qualifications. Thus, I believe 
another important issue facing the Council is evaluation of teacher education programs. 
 
I am excited about the opportunity to serve on the BC Teacher’s Council and collaborate with board members to 
ensure standards are in place to equip new graduates for realities of the system. 
 
 


